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[Abstract]

Proponents of the Internet have committed to and sought for a more intelligent
Internet where new democratic methods could be enabled to help rectify the imbal-
ance and inequalities of the world. Instead, the Internet today is a noisy environment
with a great deal of power consolidation instead of the level democratic Internet many
envisioned. This is because the tools and protocols of the Internet have not yet evolved
enough to allow the emergence of Internet democracy to create a higher-level order.

However, the world needs emergent democracy more than ever. Traditional forms
of representative democracy are barely able to manage the scale, complexity and
speed of the issues in the world today. Representatives of sovereign nations negotiat-
ing with each other in global dialog are very limited in their ability to solve global is-
sues. The monolithic media and its increasingly simplistic representation of the world
cannot provide the competition of ideas necessary to reach consensus. Emergent
democracy enabled by new technologies has the potential to solve many of the prob-
lems we face in the exceedingly complex world at both the national and global scale.

We must work to provide access to the Net for more people by making the tools
and infrastructure cheaper and easier to use, and explore the way in which this new
form of democratic dialog translates into action and how it interacts with the existing
political system.
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