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[Abstract]

This study examines several aspects of usage of IT devices (cellular phones and emails) between
parents and children. Data was collected from 571 pairs of parents and children who lived in
Kanagawa prefecture in 2004. The results of analyses are summarized as followings. 1) Cultural
reproduction: Parents' and children's usage of I'T devices is similar each other. 2) Age effect:
Children of junior high school ages are more likely to have and use IT devices than those of
elementary school ages. 3) Gender differences: Daughters are more likely to have and use IT
devices than sons, but there is no significant difterence between fathers and mothers in the degree
of communication with children by I'T devices. 4) Family characteristics: Functional aspects play
more important roles than structural aspects: frequency of usage of I'T devices among family
members is positively related to that of their face-to-face communication. 5) Differences in IT
devices: Frequency of family members' usage of cellular phones is positively related to that of
emails: parents and children who use cellular phones tend to use emails as well. Further research

on these topics is desired on the basis of the findings above.
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